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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MIcaH Iv: 2. 


No, 45, Vol. LV. Monday, November 6, 1893. Price One Penny. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


THE Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle, in Salt Lake City, at 
10 a.m. on Friday, October 6, 1893. 

The following were seated on the stand; Of the first Presidency: Wilford. 
Woodruff, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles: Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, 
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Mer- 
rill and Abraham H. Cannon; Patriarch John Smith; of the Presidency 
of the Seventies: Seymour B. Young, John Morgan, George Reynolds; 
of the Presiding Bishopric: William B. Preston and John R. Winder. 
There were also many Presidents of Stakes and other leading Elders from 
all parts of Utah and surrounding states and territories. 

Conference was called to order by President George Q. Cannon. 

The choir and congregation sang: 


Come let us anew our journey pursue, 
Roll round with the year. 


The opening prayer was offered by Elder Brigham Young. 
Singing by the choir: 
For the strength of the hills we bless Thee, 
Our God, our Father’s God. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
delivered the opening discourse. He treated instructively upon a variety 
of subjects. His opening remarks were devoted to the financial affairs of 
the Saints, and he made special reference to the establishment of the sugar 
factory. The remainder of the discourse was devoted to the question of 


— 
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missionary work in America and abroad in all the nations of the earth. 
The speaker predicted many good things concerning Zion. 

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 
was the next speaker. The following is a brief summary of his remarks: 

There never was a day since the organization of the Church that the 
Saints have had more cause to rejoice than now. The Lord has been with us 
from the time the Church was founded. He has accomplished all for us that 
we could have resonably anticipated. Tribulation has been the experience 
of the people of God and He designed that it should be so. Before we 
came to this probationary life we, doubtless, foresaw that conditions here 
would be in many respects unpleasant. Trials and afflictions, if we might 
so call them, are necessary for our future exaltation. It has seemed at 
times as if we could scarcely endure them without murmuring, but God 
has given us strength to pass through them unscathed. It appeared to be 
needful that the Captain of our Salvation should endure trials, and even 
He, great as He was, found some difficulty in enduring them. His im- 
measurable distress in the garden of Gethsemane illustrates this. He said 
clearly what He would have to undergo. His feelings were so excruciating 
that He sweat, as it were, great drops of blood, and an angel was sent to 
give him encouragement and strength. 

A great change has come over the feelings of the people of the world in 
reference to us—especially with the people of our nation. This has been 
brought about by the Lord. The work that has been accomplished in the 
nations by the preaching of the Gospel by the Elders, has been wonderful. 
Besides, during the last few months a great work has been done for the 
redemption of the dead. Many thousands have been officiated for in the 
Temples. The great bulk of those who are in the spirit world for whom 
the work has been done will receive the truth. The conditions for the 
spirits of the dead receiving the testimony of Jesus in the spirit world 
are a thousand times more favorable than they are here in this life. 
Those who labor in this glorious work to redeem the dead are in a degree 
saviors of their dead kindred. . 

It is pleasant to have all worldly concerns go forward agreeably, yet 
the Kingdom of God is not meat nor drink, but righteousness. As a 
people we do some things that we become ashamed of. If we repent 
the Lord will forgive us. In most things we have acted like the wise 
man of the parable who built his house upon a rock. We have built upon 
the rock of revelation. This being the case, as Christ said to Peter on a 
certain occasion—as a church the gates of hell will not have power to 
prevail against us. Our prospect is grand and glorious. In the future 
life we will have our families—our wives and children. Even if they ° 
do not follow our counsels, if we shall be successful in gaining an exaltation 
we will eventually have them, for they will be where we shall be. The 
Gospel is comprehensive and through that divine system all the sons 
and daughters of men will be saved to some degree, with the exception 
of comparatively a very few. The difficulties of our present life perplex 
us now, but they ought not to disturb us to any extent, because of the 
greatness of our promised reward. We can afford, for the sake of what 
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God has promised to the faithful, to sacrifice everything of a worldly 
character. 

The speaker drew a contrast between the conditions of the time when 
President Woodruff and others went to Independence, Missouri, to lay the 
foundation stones of the great Temple which would yet be reared there, 
and the situation now. Then the lives of the brethren were endangered 
by threatening mobs, while during the recent visit to Independence of 
President Woodruff and his counselors, they were received with great 
cordiality and treated with respect and consideration. The change was 
significant as relating to the anticipated future return of the Saints to the 
centre location of Zion. The speaker concluded by praying God to bless 
all the people. 

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS, 

of the Council of the Twelve, testified to the truth of the remarks of the 
previous speakers. He said: I feel to rejoice in the progress and triumph 
of the truth and the manifestation of the power of God in our behalf. The 
repeated release of the Saints from temporal and spiritual embarrassments 
has been a characteristic of the work of God, and these unfavorable cir- 
cumstances have been occasions of drawing together the hearts of the 
people. It is needful that we should experience adversity, that our 
glory might be increased by our triumph over trials. These things have 
the effect of enlarging our views and softening our hearts, and, in this 
respect, they are blessings. 

The blessings of God have been upon us in this land, to which we have 
been driven with a prospect of temporal destruction. Our homes, farms, 
and other possessions here exceed in value those acquired by us elsewhere, 
and the building of temples have been attended with greater success and 
ministrations therein with greater results than previously. 

When Peter confessed Christ, the promise was made that the testimony 
of Jesus should be the foundation of the faith of the Saints for all time, 
and in spite of periods of doubt and darkness, the same promise made to 
Peter applies to all who are successful in securing this testimony of Jesus 
and endure in the faith. The Lord told Peter that he should be proved, 
as Satan desired to get him. So are we tried, but by the sustaining power 
of the Lord through our faithfulness, we will triumph over every obstacle 
which stands in the way of our salvation. 

While the body of the Savior was lying in the tomb, His Spirit went to 
the prison house to open the doors to the captives. The duty of continu- 
ing this work rests upon us in this day. 

The Saints should maintain a reputation for honor and integrity, and 
God will assist their earnest labors in this direction, and their credit 
will remain secure. Extravagance ani wastefulness must be avoided, that 
the means which have been wasted in the past might be spent in bearing 
the Gospel to the nations of the earth and gathering Israel. We are 
apt to forget our great duty in this respect, and this is especially the 
case in times of great prosperity. If the present hard times will make 
us realize this duty more fully, they will prove a great blessing. 

Zion has stooped to conquer all opposing influences, and through her 
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humility and power with God all obstacles will be overcome. We should 
profit by our experiences of trouble, and make them the means of our 
triumph. 

When the Gospel first came to the people of the world, the word was 
that the hour of God’s judgments had come. We are losing sight of this 
truth and are building “castles in the air,” forgetting that we are ex- 
pected to walk in paths untried before. Examples of fraternity in the 
world are becoming general, and these will pave the way for Zion to 
accomplish the unity of the people of the earth by the spirit of Zion. The 
point of sanctification must be reached by us, where we can say, with 
the Savior, “The Evil One cometh, but he hath nothing in me.” 

The Lord is preparing a people of honor and integrity, to make them 
a depository of all the precious things in the earth, and we must live so as 
to be wise in this stewardship. To do this, we must trust in God, for He 
alone can give us the required assistance. We must not make flesh our 
arm, for God will be glorified. 

If we will hearken to the word of the Lord our triumph over evil will 
be sure. 

The speaker expressed the hope that mutual confidence would be restored, 
and that the wayward and the erring might be brought to the knowledge 
of the power of God and the glory of Zion, for the work of this people 
would not be complete until every soul, not doomed to everlasting con- 
demnation, had been redeemed from sin. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Let the Mountains shout for joy. 


Benediction by Elder Moses Thatcher. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The choir sang: 
Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell, 
By faith and love, in every breast ; 
Prayer by Elder John D. T. McAllister. , 
High on the mountain top, 
A banner is unfurled. 
was sung by the choir. 
ELDER HEBER J. GRANT 

addressed the congregation. He expressed the great pleasure it afforded 
him to meet with the Saints once more in General Conference, and said: I 
have seldom attended a meeting where so much instruction has been given 
for the general good of the people of God as has been the case this morning. 
The Latter-day Saints have great reason for thankfulness to Almighty God 
for the manifestations of His kindness and loving mercy towards His 
children. The prejudice, the bitterness, and the animosity that a few 
years ago existed in the hearts of the people of this country against the 
Latter-day Saints, because of the outpouring of the blessings of the Lord 
upon us, have almost entirely disappeared. To-day there is a disposition 
on the part of the men of this nation to do justice to the Latter-day Saints 
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We are becoming known for what we are. The Latter-day Saints are 
an honest, upright, devoted and true people, and the people of the United 
States, when they learn this, will concede to them their just due. It 
is because of prejudice and the falsehoods which have been circulated 
against them that they have been called upon to suffer so much. The 
American nation is not lacking in generosity, liberality and justice, and 
when they have done wrong are ready and willing to right it, as is illus- 
trated by the passage of the bill in Congress yesterday restoring to the 
Latter-day Saints all their personal property which had been taken from 
them. 

The speaker dwelt briefly upon what was termed the present “hard 
times,” and said: Many of the people pull long faces and declare that we 
are in a great fix. But there is nothing in this great panic after all; the 
fact is the people became scared at nothing, rushed to the banks on mere 
suspicion and drew out their money. Do not let us lose confidence in 
ourselves or our. brethren. We do not want to lose confidence in the in- 
stitutions of Zion, and do not, he said, let us lock up our money where it 
will not do any good. | 

The very stringency through which we have been passing, while it has 
inspired us with the idea of being more careful, has also inspired us with 
the desire to use our means more liberally for the advancement of God’s 
kingdom. Unless we become more godlike and faithful in keeping God’s 
commandments, we can not expect as a people to become wealthy; and 
that is what I desire to see among the Latter-day Saints. 

The speaker read the revelation given to our martyred patriarch (Hyrum 
Smith) in May, 1829. Never in his life, he said, had he read a revelation 
which made a more profound impression upon him than this and the 
mind of every Latter-day Saint, who perused it with a prayerful heart, 
would be lit up, and the same inspiration which must have come to our 
beloved patriarch would come to them, leading them on to all that was 
pure and good. 

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH 
said the Latter-day Saints must be an industrious people. He, too, dwelt 
upon the subject of the recent financial depression and endorsed what had 
been said by the preceding speakers. The thinking, wise and prudent men 
among any people, he said, who fail to assist in the promotion of industries, 
and so furnish employment for the masses, are unworthy of the esteem 
and confidence of those who have chosen them to be their leaders. Speak- 
ing of the late Brigham Young, a man with a will of iron, of great judg- 
ment and ability, Elder Smith remarked that whatever he set his hand to 
do, under the guidance and providence of God, he never turned his face 
from until he had accomplished it. His example is now pointed to with 
admiration. The Latter-day Saints, he said, cannot be a penurious or 
small-souled people, and the Lord will have us restrain selfishness, greed, 
or any desire in the direction of improper ambition; while our names, if 
we remain true and faithful, will hereafter be found written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. Let us keep the faith, and let our hearts not waver in the 
midst of the conditions that surround us. We can not always read that 
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which might come upon us, but if we remain steadfast the Lord will not 
fail. The safety of the Latter-day Saints lies in the continuous, honest, 
sturdy, straightforward determination in the direction of light. 
ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR 

also took up the subject of “hard times” a cry, he remarked, which is at 
the present heard on every hand. He counseled the people to repose con- 
fidence in the banks of their city, and those who had money to deposit it 
therein as the surest places of safety. He said it was the duty of those who 
had it in their power to provide employment for the working man, and 
so enable him to obtain food for his family during the approaching winter. 
Instead of narrowing up we should broaden out in this regard. Elder 


Taylor spoke of the importance of unity among this ple, and paid a 
well deserved compliment to Prof. Stephens and the Eitemmesie Choir for 


their recent triumph at Chicago. Adverting to the changed feeling to- 
wards the Latter-day Saints among the people, the speaker said that in- 
stead of the former cry of “destroy them,” there would soon be heard the 
words, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL 
said: This great latter-day work will not be taken away and given to an- 
other people, but will yet prevail against all its foes. He touched upon 
the financial condition of to-day and, comparing it with that of thirty-five 
years ago, expressed the opinion that we were not so badly off after all. 
I believe that a good deal of the so-called stringency is simply a feel- 
ing of fear on the part of many among us. Work should be furnished as 
far as possible for the unemployed, and the bishops of wards and their 
counselors will do well to meet together, say once a week, and see if some 
means towards this end can be devised. To those seeking enployment 
my advice is “work for what you can get.” I believe there is plenty 
of work for everybody, here and elsewhere; but it is not good policy for 
@ man to sit down and say, “If I cannot get the amount and kind of pay 
I want I will not work at all.” There is room for improvement in our 
farms, orchards, and fields, north and south, east and west; and the reason 
why it is said there is no employment is because we have not looked 
for it in the right directions. The speaker deprecated the practice of 
borrowing and running into debt, and encouraged the people to support 
our home industries. 
The choir sang the anthem: 


Jesus, I my cross have taken. 


Benediction by Elder Seymour B. Young. ’ 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Mr. Ford Madox Brown, the celebrated painter, died in London, October 6, aged 72 
years. 

A colliery cashier at Airdrie, committed suicide, October 6, deliberately jumping down 
the shaft of one of the pits. He was jammed between the ascending cage and the shaft, 
and received fatal injuries. 
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A Toxteth coal dealer named Quaile, who lived in High Park Street, committed suicide, 
October 6, by hanging himself in a coal cellar in Rectory Street. 

A band of train robbers held up a train in Michigan, and secured booty to the amount 
of $70,000. The police by sharp detective work recovered the stolen money. Two train- 
men have been arrested. 


A thousand joiners struck work, October 7, at the Queen’s Island Shipbuilding Yard, 
Belfast, in consequence, it is said, of the employment of London cabinetmakers in finish- 
ing the White Star liner Gothic. 

The sentence of death upon Pallas, the Spanish Anarchist, was executed October 6, 
the condemned man being shot by a platoon of infantry. He is stated to have displayed 
the greatest fortitude to the end. 


Two men named Clarke and Hayes were each sentenced, at the City Police Court, 
Liverpool, October 9, to fourteen days’ imprisonment for having stowed away on the Guion 
steamer Alaska on her last voyage from New York to Liverpool. 


The legacies left by the late Earl of Derby for the employees on the Bury estate were 
paid on October 12, when a sum of about £13,000 was distributed, some of the employees 
receiving between £200 and £300 according to their length of service. 


A train carrying a large amount of specie for the Batoum garrison has been attacked at 
Nigotition by Circassians, and in a fierce fight which took place between the robbers and 
some gendarmes, three of the latter and four of the Circassians were killed. 


While excavations were being carried on beneath a church at Angerburg, Germany, a 
small, walled-in space was discovered in which were found a human skeleton, a broken 
chair, and a pair of boots. It is surmised that some person had been walled in alive, 


Great Britain continues to be accused by the French journalists with all kinds of in- 
trigues in Morocco. They charge the British press with beginning to take up arms on 
behalf of Morocco, but Spain is urged to persevere in the chastisement of her aggressors 
without regard to British ill-feeling. 

The State of Wisconsin, U.S. A., has been visited by fearful forest fires, that at one 
time threatened with destruction a third part of the state. Almost the entire state has 
been suffering from the cloud of smoke. Millions of dollars worth of timber have been 
destroyed and many a home devastated. Several villages have been swept out of existence. 
While the majority of the inhabitants escaped, some have lost their lives in the fires. 


Telegrams from Chicago describe shocking occurrences at the World’s Fair, October 9, 
when ‘‘Chicago day” was celebrated and 750,000 persons entered the Exposition. The 
crowd was so great that many persons were injured, women and children being knocked 
down and trampled on. At night about 125 persons were taken to the bospital, most of 
them being women who had fainted and fallen in the crowd. Two men were struck by 
grip cars and killed, and another died of apoplexy aggravated by excitement. 

Rio di Janeiro, Brazil, is again reported to be in a state of panic in consequence of 
Admiral de Mello, the insurgent leader, having recommenced firing upon the city, 
several persons having been killed and many wounded, while over three hundred houses 
have been damaged. Nictheroy has again been bombarded, but after a sanguinary battle 
the fleet was repulsed. Admiral de Mello has issued another manifesto in which he 
declares that, in case of success, he will rigidly adhere to republican institutions and 
forms of government. 

Mr. Gladstone, writing to Mr. Blake, M. P,, states that the rejection of the Home-rule 
bill by the House of Lords means no more than a dilatory vote, and that in a short time 
Ireland will be finally invested with full self-governing control over domestic affairs. 
Speaking at Oldham, October 14, Sir J. Hibbert, M. P., declared that Home-rule was not 
dead, it only slept; and he doubted whether the House of Lords dared again cast out the 
bill when it was presented to them. A resolution condemning the Lords for rejecting 
the measure was adopted. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1893. 


A COVENANT OF SACRIFICE. 


GATHER my saints together unto me; those that have made covenants with 
me by sacrifice.— Psalms |: 4. 

The Latter-day Saints, often praising the Lord in song, sing with spirit 
and enthusiasm, the words, “Sacrifice brings forth the blessings of heaven.” 
The Latter-day Saints, as a people, practice what they preach, and among 
them but few are found who have not sacrificed something for the Gospel’s 
sake. Those who have suffered persecution, and even laid down their 
lives, have offered to God the greatest of sacrifices for the privilege of 
being numbered among His people. Thousands upon thousands of Elders 
are yearly sacrificing the comforts of home, the associations of their loved 
ones, lucrative employments and often the so-called prospects in life, in 
order to comply with the call requiring them to bear the message of truth 
to these lands. God has prepared the way for them, and many times the 
honest in heart have been reached in ways nothing short of miraculous. 
The Saints, as a rule, have rejoiced in the Gospel and have exhibited a 
great willingness to assist the Elders in their labors, and have done all in 
their power to forward the work. Yet it is with a feeling of regret that 
we notice a great lack of this spirit among some of the Saints in this land. 

In early days the Elders went forth to preach without purse or scrip. 
They depended wholly upon the Lord, not only for spiritual guidance, but 
for their temporal welfare. On receiving the light of the Gospel the 
honest in heart rejoiced, their homes were made happy, a spirit of peace 
and contentment pervaded their humble abodes, and, in their joy over the 
possession of the treasure thus found, they gladly shared with the messen- 
gers of truth that with which God had blessed them, even though it were but 
a crust of bread, or a cup of water. They were happy in doing this. God 
blessed them in various ways. Their sacrifices were rewarded. The Saints 
then were strong in their faith, happy in the associations of the servants 
of God and delighted in being visited by them. The majority of the 
Saints in this land at the present time are just as faithful in these things 
as ever; but it is to those who are not, that we address ourselves. 

Owing to various causes, which need not be enumerated here, the Elders 
have found it necessary to carry means with them whereby to secure their 
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food and lodgings. From this has grown a habit against which we desire 
to warn the Elders. The Elders are now paying their way, not only 
among strangers who will not take them in, but among those friends who 
may be willing to give them a meal, or a night’s lodgings, yes, even among 
the Saints, who should gladly harbor the servants of God without charge. 
Some Elders have gone so far as to lavish money upon the Saints, not 
even partaking of a cup of tea at their homes, without paying for it. In 
this the Elders have erred. They have thereby made it very embarrassing 
and unpleasant for their brethren, not so abundantly blessed with means, 
who have succeeded them, and who may have been in every way as worthy 
as their predecessors, but, with selfishness as judge, have suffered in com- 
parison with them and their influence for good has been lessened; and 
where they ought to have met a warm welcome they have been received 
even with coldness. 

The Saints are no more exempt from sacrifices for the furtherance of the 
cause of truth than are the Elders. A member of the Church who is able 
but not willing to help the Elders without receiving pay therefor is not 
worthy the name of a Saint. He, or she, is not possessed of the Spirit of 
God, and at the last day may be found anxiously inquiring: “Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick 
and in prison, and did not minister unto thee?” and the dreaded answer 
may come: “Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did 
it not unto me.” Read the Scriptures and learn wisdom. 

This doctrine may seem harsh, but we only quote the words of the 
Savior. We call attention to it in all kindness, desirous that all Saints 
who may have been at fault in this matter should take heed, lest they be — 
visited with the displeasure of God. The Spirit of the Lord will cause 
the Elders to accept of the offerings with discretion and wisdom. 

The Saints should endeavor to make the burden borne by the Elders as 
light as possible. We know that business is depressed, that work is scarce, 
but those who are numbered with the Saints should remember that they 
serve an all-wise and almighty God; therefore, let the Saints give of their 
mite freely and without grudge, and their faith will be strengthened, their 
testimonies increased, and their substance, meagre though it may be, will 
grow in their hands, and they will experience that joy peculiar to the 
reward of sacrifice. 

Let the Elders also take heed of the counsels given. Let not those 
possessed of means use them in lining out a difficult path for the brethren 
who may labor with them, or succeed them, many of whom may not be so 
well blessed with this world’s goods. Let them in humility endure with 
their poorer brethren the heat of the day, and lighten instead of increas- 
ing their burden. Give the Saints an opportunity to earn the blessings 
pronounced by the Savior in this regard. 

If this counsel be heeded, always permitting the Spirit of God to 
prompt, depending on the Lord instead of on their purses, the Elders will 
witness greater results from their labors. The Saints who have grown 
cold will either be reclaimed, or practically taught the lesson that their 
faith must rest on God and not on any man, lest they fall. The Spirit of 


726 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the Lord will increase and the blessings of the Almighty be poured out in 
such abundance that each conference will experience a growth not felt for 
years. More life and energy will be infused. The Saints and Elders will 
be drawn together in a firmer bond of love and friendship, and its in- 
fluence will exert a wonderful power among those who now reject the 


Gospel. 

In the report of the Nottingham Conference, appearing in number forty- 
three of the MILLENNIAL Star, the number of out-door meetings held in 
that conference was given as “45.” It should have read “Out-door Meet- 
ings 145.” 


FROM SAMOA. 


THE Deseret News contains a long letter from one of the elders laboring in 
the Samoan mission from which the following relative to the progress of 
the work in the Samoan Islands is taken: “Another Samoan civil war 
has just been terminated by the timely intervention of the three great 
powers which are in treaty with this country, viz: England, Germany and 
the United States. To enter into detail regarding this matter is not my 
purpose in the present writing. Suffice it to say the war is now over, and 
things are beginning to assume a more favorable aspect. The “boys”— 
as the Elders on Samoa have been called—are again earnestly engaged in 
pursuing their labors of love with a view to raising the people of these 
far off isles to a higher degree of civilization, and leading them out from 
the spiritual darkness into the glorious light of the precious Gospel of the 
Son of God. At present there are eleven of us here at Fagalii—nine Elders 
and two sisters. The Elders here are all quite young, and, in many 
instances, have had but very little experience in preaching the Gospel; 
yet they soon learn to adapt themselves to their new conditions, circum- 
stances and surroundings. The Spirit of the Lord seems to pervade every 
soul, and each appears to feel it his duty to do as much good as possible to 
his fellow man, both by kind words and good deeds. In this connection it 
may not be out of place to mention that the labors of the Lord’s servants are 
being perceptibly felt for good, not alone amongst the native population, 
but a number of foreigners have lately identified themselves with the truth. 
We are all in possession of good health and spirits, for which our hearts 
are filled with gratitude to our heavenly Father. Our approaching con- 
ference, which is to be held some time in October, is anxiously looked for- 
ward to by us all. It is then expected that the Elders and Saints from 
the several islands of this group will meet together here at Fagalii, and a 
genuine time of rejoicing is anticipated. Thus the good work is progress- 
ing in this far-away part of the Lord’s vineyard.” 


A MOHAMMEDAN PICTURE. 


THE Deseret News contains the following editoral on the establishment of 
Islamism in America: 

Mr. Alexander Russell Webb, the American champion of Mohammed- 
anism, in a letter to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, gives an interesting 


--- 
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account of his conversion to the Oriental faith and of his plans for its 
propagation in this country. He says he has devoted his time to the 
study of various religions, and the mysteries of life and death, since he 
reached maturity. Thirsting for knowledge, he went to Manilla in the 
Philippine Islands and became a Mussulman, because he found the morals 
of the followers of Allah superior to those of our Christian Americans, and 
because there is nothing about the traditions or precepts of Mohammed- 
anism incapable of proof. Its philosophy is the most perfect in the 
world. There is nothing of supposition, bigotry or intolerance about it. 
“Mohammedanism,” he exclaims, “satisfies the soul; Christianity does 
not.” 

Having arrived at this conclusion, the gentlemen was led to visit India, 
and as an American convert received a warm reception. Notwithstanding 
some petty annoyances, not to say persecution, by English officials, he 
looks upon his stay in India as the most pleasant experience in his life. 
Supported by wealthy Indian merchants, he now comes to the United 
States to proclaim the salvation of Islam, and he claims to have converted 
in six months more Christians than their missionaries generally do in six 
years. With the coming winter, however, the campaign is to commence in 
earnest. Mr. Webb proposes to give lectures throughout the country, and 
he will be aided by efficient scholars of the Orient. Hajee Abdullah Arab, 
Moolla Mirza Kabn and others are expected at an early date. 

Mr. Webb believes in polygamy and defends it in the following manner: 


To teach polygamy is not for the present a part of my teachings here. 
It is not now, and it never has been, one of the doctrines of Islam, 
although it is not forbidden. The Mohammedan husband makes only one 
of the women of the harem his real wife. The remainder are merely 
mp who have found a home in his house. They receive the shelter 
of his roof, eat his food and are clothed by him. They become companions 
to his wife and enjoy a pure social atmosphere. Is this not better than 
the Christian way of throwing the woman upon the streets to earn a live- 
lihood by a means against which the soul of a woman possessing even a 
tithe of purity revolts? 


He views the Mohammedan world in roseate colors when he says: 


I wish that you may visit the East as I have visited it; that you may 
meet and know these devout men who leave their business, no matter how 
important it may be, when the hour for prayer arrives. His brothers of 
Islam, friends and strangers alike, are always welcome to eat and sleep 
upon his mat. He is not suspicious that he will be robbed. He does not 
spend his time in the enjoyments of this world. He does not seek wealth 
and position with that greediness which characterizes Eastern people. He 
considers this earth but a brief stopping place, a period of preparation for 
the world to come, and upon this principle are fashioned all of the habits 
and actions of his life. 


He further explains that, like all Mohammedans, he believes that Jesus 
was a true prophet, and that one need not relenquish his faith in Christ 
in order to become a Mohammedan. “The Nazarene himself prophesied 
the coming of the Arabian.” 

Those who have followed Mr. Webb’s career in this country as an apostle 
of Mohammedanism, with some degree of interest, will appreciate his 
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account as given to the public. It shows evidence of sincerity and deep 
conviction. In this country there are millions whose souls are in a par- 
alytical condition as to religious life. It is not impossible that his enthu- 
siasm may prove the electric spark needed to bring some of these into life 
and activity, and that the results will be the appearance of a species of 
Islamism. But as for a general conversion to that faith in this country, 
the thing is impossible. Momammedanism is an Oriental flower, and 
Arabian at that. Its transplanting into the soil of western civilization 
has already proven a futile experiment. 

A few questions and reflections are called forth by Mr. Webb's state- 
ments. Where, for instance, does Christ foretell the appearance of the 
Arabian prophet? Barring His promise to send His disciples a Comforter, 
who should guide them in all truth, and which promise evidently has no 
bearing on Mohammed, no such prophecy is known to exist. Again, if 
Jesus was a true prophet, as Mr. Webb admits, how is it that Christianity 
does not satisfy the soul? Is there no inconsistency in these two propo- 
sitions? It is no reflection on the gentleman’s sincerity to suspect from 
this expression that he is better acquainted with Islam than with Christ- 
ianity. Millions in past ages who cheerfully died for Jesus in the hope of 
a glorious resurrection, and thousands, nay millions, in this age find in the 
Gospel that truth which satisfies their souls for time and eternity. Surely, 
Mr. Webb on reflection will not deny this. 

The picture drawn of Mohammedan morality would have been more 
faithful to reality had its colors been less glowing. Mr. Webb has perhaps 
not been met at Oriental ports by whole packs of wolves in human form 
and confessing Islam, eager to cheat him from the moment he entered 
their boat to effect a landing, until the police have beaten them back. He 
may not have seen them fighting among themselves for the spoils, even 
where they consisted only in a few para. Did he ever ride across a 
Mohammedan country under the glowing sun and, arriving at a well, find 
himself refused a drink of water for himself and horses because he is a 
“Christian dog?” Did he ever see Mohammedan women harnessed to a 
plow in company with a donkey? Did he at any time see a Mohammedan 
woman clubbed in public, without daring to run to her assistance? If so, 
why ignore these facts? All these things and others stand vividly before 
the present writer as he is penning these questions. 

After all, Mohammedanism cannot boast of its superiority based on its 
results as an educator of nations. If Islam has no other merits its 
advocates are easily beaten in a serious discussion. 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER B. H. ROBERTS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 705.] 
WE are told that after the testimonies of the servants of God cometh the 
testimony of wrath and indignation, of tempests and earthquak d 
these shall testify of God’s power, until men are brought to repentance. 
I believe the Lord meant what He said in this. I believe that He is not 
to be mocked by this generation. I believe the things decreed will have 
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their fulfilment, however painful they may be. Latter-day Saints, are you 
aware of what a splendid testimony we have been bearing to the nations 
of late years? The hand of the Lord is visible init. It seems to me He 
has taken it in hand Himself to make the entire people bear witness to 
the great things that He has predicted through His servants. “Mormonism” 
has been having 4 pretty good hearing among men of late; and the last 
few years have been more fruitful of testimony bearing than any other 
period of time in the history of the Church. Some people have looked 
upon the last few years of our experience as unfruitful in accomplishing 
the purposes of God. Some have gone so far as to think that we have 
been actually in retreat, and that we have been losing ground. I think 
we are shortsighted, indeed, if we take such a view as that. 

To illustrate what I mean, let me call your attention to the experience 
of Paul. You know his history; you know how at one time he was a 
persecutor of the saints and sought to destroy the Church of Christ. You 
know that on his way to Damascus he was overtaken by a vision of the 
Lord, and the Lord put this very pointed question to him: “Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” When he learned that, 
he very humbly enquired of the Lord what He would have him do, and 
he was told to go into Damascus and it should there be told him what 
he should do. You know how he was visited by one of the servants of 
the Lord and the ordinance of baptism administered unto him; and how, 
afterwards, it was rumored about that this great persecutor, who had 
been casting the saints into prison, was now an advocate of those things 
he once sought to destroy. You know how he labored at Antioch; how 
he went up to Jerusalem to confer with the brethren there; how he 
traveled throughout Macedonia and Greece, establishing churches at 
Athens, in Corinth, in Thessalonica, and in other great cities; and, by 
and by, you know how the horizon about him became suddenly dark, and 
he was persecuted on every hand, until he himself explained that bonds 
and imprisonment seemed to threaten him in every city. Finally, in 
order to escape from the wrath of the rabble, he surrendered himself a 
prisoner to the Roman officials, and he had to languish for years in prison. 
While suffering these imprisonments, once in awhile there would be a 
Roman governor or king come along, and the governor holding him in 
ward would tell him of this man Paul who had been left in bonds by his 
predecessor, and would ask the visiting nobleman if he did not wish to 
hear him. So Paul on these occasions was brought out in his chains, and 
he had the privilege of standing in the presence of judges, of governors 
and of kings, and proclaiming the word of truth. By this means the 
word of the Lord was brought home to the great and high ones. They 
were not to be left without a testimony of the Gospel any more than the 
poor and the lowly; and this seems to be the method that the Lord had 
to bring His Gospel to these great ones of the earth. They would not 
listen to the poor fishermen of Galilee; but to Paul, in chains and a 
Roman prisoner, they would listen; and he preached the word very 
effectually. Before Governor Felix he reasoned so masterly on righteous- 
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ness, temperance, and judgment to come, that the haughty Roman turned 
pale and trembled. On the occasion when King Agrippa came into Judea, 
surrounded about by the members of his court, and Paul, at the invitation 
of Festus, related to them the vision he had received of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and reasoned upon faith and the resurrection, Festus cried out, 
“Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.” To 
which Paul answered, “I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth 
the words of truth and soberness.” Turning to the king, he said, “ King 
Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.” Then 
Agrippa said to Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
Paul said, “I would to God that not only thou, but also all that hear me 
this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these 
bonds.” Thus was the power of God with him, and thus was the Gospel 
preached to governors and kings. Since Paul’s persecutors continued to 
seek his life even while a prisoner, and seeing no prospect of obtaining 
his freedom from these petty kings and governors, he appealed to Cesar’s 
judgment-seat. 

Not only these petty governors and kings, but the purple-robed emperor 
of Rome must hear the testimony of the great apostle of the Gentiles! 
The’Lord brought Paul through all these scenes of trial, but in thus lead- 
ing him through affliction he made him a witness to the great and high 
ones of the earth; and I know not kow the Gospel would ever have been 
preached in the palace of the Cesars but by adopting some such method 
as this. Paul had a pretty hard time of it; but in walking along the path 
of fiery trial he was contributing much to the accomplishment of the pur- 
poses of God; and it was a consciousness of this fact which made him 
explain, “I glory in tribulation.” So it has been with us. Traveling with- 
out purse and scrip in the earth, footsore and weary, without influence, 
how long would the Elders of Israel have been compelled to work by these 
methods before they could get the Congress of the United States to have 
listened to an explanation of Mormonism? A long, long time. How long 
before the Senate would have devoted days and days to hearing explana- 
tions of the Mormon faith? A good long time. How long before the 
Supreme Judges of the United States, clad in all the paraphernalia of 
their office, would have sat and listened patiently to explanations of 
Mormonism? A long time. How long before you could have got the 
President and his cabinet to have given any attention to the testimony of 
these humble Elders? A good long time. In fact, I know not how we 
ever could have reached them by preaching the Gospel without purse and 
scrip. But all these men composing the cabinet of the President, the 
President himself, the senators, members of the House of Representatives, 
and the supreme judges have been reached, and they have abundantly 
heard of the truth; and I believe, further, that they have not only heard 
of the truth, but the Spirit of God hath borne testimony to their spirits 
that this work called “Mormonism” is true, and therein will be their 
condemnation; not for fighting against us; not that they have passed 
laws and imprisoned a few of our brethren; not that they work incon- 
venience to the Latter-day Saints by driving hundreds of men, women and 
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children nto exile; but because they stifle in their own hearts the whis- 
perings of God’s Spirit. That is where the condemnation of this world 
will come in. Seeing the light they refuse to come to it. They love dark- 
ness rather than light, and that for the reason given by One of old, 
because their deeds are evil. 

Well, viewed, in this light, what of the sufferings of the Saints in the 
past few years? What if eleven hundred men and more have been im- 
prisoned behind iron bars? Is there a man of them that would begrudge 
the little he has contributed in bearing this testimony to the great ones 
of the earth? No. Rather would one be sorry that he has contributed 
so little to the accomplishment of so great a work as that. Our sisters, 
too, have participated in it, and many rejoice in it; for they have given 
force and effect to the testimony that has been borne. In that, it seems 
to me, I can see the hand of the Lord; for the sisters as well as the 
brethren ought to be and are identified with this great testimony. By 
“Mormonism” becoming a national question in the United States, the atten- 
tion of kings and princes and statesmen in foreign lands has been brought 
to the work, and they made its acquaintance. Everywhere these suffer- 
ings, if you call them such, to which we have submitted, have merely 
raised a standard for the work of God, and the attention of the world 
has been called to it. I do not believe it has been without a purpose. 

[To BE CONTINUED. } 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


Richard Walker, of Charleston, was thrown from his horse on September 18 and badly 
hurt. 


The twelve-year-old son of Peter Brown, of Provo, was kicked by a horse one day and 
his skull fractured. 

Harry YVilson, while chopping willows at Brigham City, on September 27, cut a deep 
and ugly gash in his right foot. 


Alfred Harding, while laboring on the R. G. W. Tintic branch, in a tunnel, had his 
left leg crushed by a cave in, October 1. 


James Young, while riding down from the Old Allan mine, October 2, on a load of 
coal, fell off and broke his left leg just above the ankle. 


A son of Al. Draper’s, of Mount Pleasant, had the index finger of his left hand pulled 
off by having it caught in the tug fastening to the single-tree while engaged in hauling 
logs in the mountains east of the city. 

The young women of Glenwood have organized a Home Industry Club, and they have 
fished out their mothers’ and grandmothers’ spinning wheels and put them in running 
order. The wool is sent to Manti to be carded. They will spin all the stocking yarn 
needed in the town and probably enough yarn to make themselves linsey dresses for the 
winter. 


William Morgan, of Kaysville, was hauling straw in a header box, when something 
underneath the receptable got out of gear. He went under the wagon to make repairs. 
A slight movement of the horses caused the reach to pull out and the box fell, pinning 
him to the ground, cutting an ugly gash over bis right eye and badly bruising his nose. 
Some neighbors rescued him from his perilous position. 


